TOWN OF WARDSBORO CEMETERY COMMISSION

RULES AND REGULATIONS

There have always been Rules and Regulations (unwritten as far as we are aware) that the
Cemetery Commissioners and the Cemetery Sextons of Wardsboro have used, but now
the Wardsboro Cemetery Commissioners are going to formally write them down and vote
them in as part of the Town Records of the Town of Wardsboro as of May 1, 2012. As
far as we know, the rules and regulations are in accordance with the Vermont Statutes
Annotated, Chapter 18, Sections 5301+, which can be referred to as dealing with laws on
burial matters and cemeteries.

Article 1 — The Commissioners (5) shall choose a Chairperson who will have charge of
all meetings of the Board, a Secretary who shall make and keep a record of all votes
taken and business transacted at any of its meetings, and a Sexton who shall convey lots
and make sure deeds are signed by the Commissioners in the name of said Town and
maintain the cemeteries in an orderly fashion. All votes of the Committee shall require a
majority of total members to be in attendance.

Article 2 — The Sexton shall choose a person who will have charge of digging the graves
and seeing that all extra dirt and stones are removed from the lot at once.

Article 3 — Each grave is 4’ x 12°. All graves must be dug so as to leave three feet or
more between the head of the grave and the edge for purposes of retaining a solid spot to
set a gravestone or monument.

Article 4 — No stone or any other type of foundations shall be set without the approval of
said Cemetery Commissioners or their appointed Sexton. The placing of a marker, not in
line with existing markers, will be approved based on the ability of maintenance
equipment to pass without undue interruptions. If not in line, the use of flush markers
would be required.

Article 5 — Casket vaults/liners are required for casket burials.
Article 6 — No more than two (2) monuments/markers shall be placed on any one grave.

Article 7 - Any mausoleums and monuments placed on the gravesite must be contained
within the confines of the designated lot.

Article 8 — No lots are to be raised or built up.
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The fee for opening a grave is $350.00, and for a cremain burial the fee is $50.00. These
fees are usually collected by the Funeral Home and paid to each town’s cemetery Sexton.

[See amendments to Article 9 below.]

Article 10 —Enclosures. —No enclosures of any cemetery lot by a fence, hedge or curbing
shall be allowed.

Article 11-No trees, shrubs, bushes, running vines, or anything that will spread will be
permitted to be planted in said cemetery without permission of the Cemetery
Commission. Note: the general rule of thumb is that whatever is set out must be
contained within the lot or it will be removed by the Commission. Glass containers are
strictly prohibited.

Article 12 —The Cemetery Commission shall have the authority to remove all floral
decorations, flags, shrubs, plants, herbage or objects of any kind, which in the judgment
of the Commission have become unsightly, dangerous, neglected or which do not
conform to the regulations outlined within this document.

Article 13 —Refuse from graves and lots can only be placed in designated areas. Trash
receptacles will be placed at cemeteries still in use.

Article 14 —Prior to any marking or digging of a prospective grave site, the Sexton of the
Cemetery Commission must be informed.

Article 15 —Prior to digging for the purposes of setting a memorial, landscaping, repairs of
any other contracted work, the Sexton of the Cemetery Commission must be informed.

Article 16 —The grass and weeds must be cut and cleared from all the lots and grounds in
said cemetery at such times as the Commissioners may deem necessary. The
Commissioners bid out this work annually (Spring) by putting notices at five public
places in town.

Article 17 —Burial permits are required for all burials in the Town of Wardsboro; human
remains only; no animal burials are allowed. Burial permits will be filed in the
Wardsboro Town Records by the Town Clerk when she receives the Burial permits from
the Sexton.

Article 18 —Casket Burials —there shall be no more than one casket burial per plot or one
casket and one cremain container per standard lot.

Cremain Burials —there shall be no more than four (4) cremain containers per standard
lot.

Article 19 —During the Winter months, or when there is snow on the ground, or other
weather-related reasons (ground too wet from rain, or mud season, etc.) generally
between November 1 and May 1, the cemetery will be closed until such time the
Commissioners determine it is reasonable to reopen.



Article 20 — Trespassing. — The cemeteries in the Town of Wardsboro are hereby
declared off limits during the hours of darkness.

Article 21 — Vandalism and Penalties. — Vandalism and Penalties are incorporated in the
Vermont State Law under Sub-Chapter 9 — Dead Bodies, Cemeteries, and Monuments of
Title 13 V.S.A. Sections 3761-3767 which are made a part of these Rules and
Regulations.

Article 22 — Clarification. — As to the interpretation of the language of the deeds
traditionally given out at the time of a lot sale or Deeds written and recorded in the past,
the following should be noted: If it is not obvious as to who is an “heir” or “assign”, the
Commission may ask the person requesting a burial or site work to obtain some sort of
proof of ownership of the lot. The usual way to obtain this permission is to ask the
Probate Court of Vermont for an interpretation. In no case can the Commission be an
arbitrator in any decision as to who has the right to be buried in a certain grave in any
cemetery owned or operated by the Town of Wardsboro or the Wardsboro Cemetery
Commission.

Article 23 — Amendments. — These Rules and Regulations may be altered or amended at
any meeting of the Wardsboro Cemetery Commission by a majority vote.

Dated at Wardsboro in the County of Windham and State of Vermont this 1st day
of May, 2012.

CEMETERY COMMISSIONERS

WILLIAM AYERS JANE ROBINSON

FRANCIS COBURN JANICE HULL

JAMES HESCOCK



TOWN OF WARDSBORO CEMETERY COMMISSION
RULES AND REGULATIONS
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 9
At a Cemetery Commissioner’s Meeting held at the Wardsboro Town Office on April 28,

2014, it was unanimously voted to amend Article 9 of our Rules and Regulations as
follows:

Article 9 — Burials shall not be permitted unless all previous charges are paid in full in the
purchase of the lot. Cost per lot is $150.00 for a resident of the town, and $250.00 for a
non-resident of the town.

Dated at Wardsboro in the County of Windham and State of Vermont this 28 day of
April, 2014.

CEMETERY COMMISSIONERS:
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TOWN OF WARDSBORO CEMETERY COMMISSION

RULES AND REGULATIONS

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 9

At a Cemetery Commissioner’s Meeting held at the Wardsboro Town Office on May 12,
2017, it was unanimously voted to amend Article 9 of our Rules and Regulations as

follows to include Article 9A:

Article 9A — All veterans of the Armed Forces who reside in Wardsboro (or a Wardsboro
resident who resides in a temporary home elsewhere if it is needed for health reasons)

will be given a free cemetery lot.

Dated at Wardsboro in the County of Windham and State of Vermont this 12 day of

MAY, 2017.
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TOWN OF WARDSBORO CEMETERY COMMISSION

RULES AND REGULATIONS

AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 9

At a Cemetery Commissioner’s Meeting held at the Wardsboro Town Office on

May 20, 2019, it was unanimously voted to Amend Article 9 of our Rules and
Regulations as follows:

Article 9 — Burials shall not be permitted uniess all previous charges are paid in full
including purchase of lot and lot maintenance.
Cost per lot is $300.00 for a town resident or a non-resident, to include Perpetual Care.

The fee for opening a grave is $500.00. and for opening a site for a cremains burial the
fee is $100.00.

Dated at Wardsboro in the County of Windham and State of Vermont this 20 day of

MAY, 2019.

CEMETERY COMMISSIONERS:

Eugene Bills

James Hescock

Janice Hull

Jane Robinson






