
General Information 
If you are reading this document online, hold the Ctrl key while clicking on a link to go to that website.  

Useful Websites Town Site http://wardsborovt.gov 

 Vermont Emergency Management https://vem.vermont.gov/preparedness/kit 

 VT Alert Signup https://vem.vermont.gov/vtalert  

Who to Call Emergency 911 

 Fire/Rescue 911 

 Reporting hazardous road conditions Public safety at 802-896-6542 and leave a message 

 Power outages and downed lines GMP at 888-835-4672 or use the app 

 Number for neighbors (write here)  

Power Outages Downed power line – LEAVE IT ALONE! GMP at 888-835-4672 or use the app 

 When cutting trees or branches Don’t if they are in contact with power lines 

 If there are down wires among the trees, the road crew can only remove the trees once the wires have been 
cleared by GMP.  In no circumstances can the road crew remove wires - it is just too dangerous. 

 If you are at the end of a line, your power will not be restored until some stations on your line on repaired 

Pets Pets need to be considered whether sheltering in place, evacuation or travelling.  See lists below 

 

Shelter in Place 

Emergency Supply Kits Prepare ahead of time See lists on next page 

If a storm is expected  If you use oil or propane Check the tank level 

 If you have a generator Be sure to have enough fuel 

 If you don’t have a generator Have food that doesn’t require cooking 

Once a storm hits Check in with neighbors and relatives Do they have heat? 

  Do they have food and water? 

  Do they need emergency or fire/rescue help? 

 Stay off the roads if possible!  

 

http://wardsborovt.gov/
https://vem.vermont.gov/preparedness/kit
https://vem.vermont.gov/vtalert


Evacuation 

When to evacuate If suggested or mandated, or you’re in danger Follow the instructions given 

Go Bags Prepare ahead of time Have one per person/pet 

  See lists on next page 

  Keep food and medicines rotates so they don’t expire 

Have a designated place to go  Be sure friends and family know where that is 

 Pets Be sure pets will be welcome 

 Wardsboro warming center Will be announced by VTAlert and on http://wardsborovt.gov 

 Vermont shelters Call 211 or  https://vermont211.org/  

 Red Cross phone 1-800-733-2766 

 https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/find-an-open-shelter.html 

 

Preparations to have in place ahead of time 

Basic Emergency Supply Kits 

Home 

• Water, one gallon of water per person per day for at least three days, for drinking and sanitation 

• Food, at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food.  A week supply is better. 

• Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert and extra batteries for both 

• Flashlight and extra batteries 

• Prescription and over the counter medications 

• First aid kit 

• Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation 

• Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 

• Infant formula and diapers 

• Comfort items for children like stuffed animals or games 

• Feminine supplies and personal hygiene items 

• Manual can opener for food 

• Local maps 

• Cell phone with chargers, inverter, or solar charger 

• Food and medications for pets 

• Comfort items for pets 

• Disposable plates, cups, eating utensils, paper towels 

http://wardsborovt.gov/
https://vermont211.org/
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/find-an-open-shelter.html


• Books, games, puzzles, or other activities. 

• Moist towelettes 

• Garbage bags 

• If using a wood stove, enough wood for two weeks 

• Have a plan for someone caught away from home 

o Identify places to shelter 

o Make sure everyone knows the plan 

• Have a contact point in case family members are separated 

Vehicles 

• Charged cell phone 

• Jumper cables 

• Sand 

• Flashlights 

• Warm clothes 

• Blankets 

• Bottled water 

• Non-perishable snacks 

• A full tank of gas or for electric cars, a full charge 

• Important numbers written down or memorized 

• Maps  

Go Bags 

• General 

o Small first aid kits 

o Food and snacks 

o List of medications for each person/pet 

o Enough medication to last several days for each person/pet 

o List of allergies for each person/pet 

o Any mobility devices needed 

o Copies of important paperwork (which would you need certified copies of? 

▪ rent agreements 

▪ mortgage papers  

▪ home insurance 

▪ medical insurance 

▪ prescriptions 

▪ Utility records 



o medical equipment – for example: 

▪ Inhalers 

▪ CPAP machines 

▪ Oxygen machine 

▪ Be ready to pack up quickly.  Keep any cases handy 

• Adults 

• Children 

o Items of comfort and to entertain 

▪ Books, toys, board games, etc.  Remember, power may not be available 

• Pets (keep with your pet in case you get separated) 

o Proper sized crate for each pet 

o dog license 

o rabies vaccinations 

o pet food and treats 

o food allergies 

o your information 

o blanket or toys – whatever brings your pet comfort 

o any information on your pets you would want someone who finds them to know 

o Keep each pet’s go bag with the crate to make evacuation quicker 

 

Winter Storms 

At Home 

• Insulate/weatherproof your home, including pipes and tanks 

• Know where your water shutoff is 

o Never use flame to thaw 

o Hair dryers are safe to use 

• If you may be away when a storm hits 

o learn how to keep the pipes from freezing 

• Install and test smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors with battery backups 

• Keep extra fresh batteries for radios, flashlights, and headlamps 

• If you use propane or oil, start the winter with a full tank 

• If you unable to cook 

o Never use an “improvised” heat source like grill or oven 

o Keep flammable items at least three feet away from any heat source 

o Stock up on foods that don’t need cooking 



▪ See full document for suggested items 

• If you may be without heat 

o Plan to close off as much of your house as you can, so that you’re heating a smaller space 

o Plan on using candles, flashlights, hurricane lamps or propane lamps intended for camping for light 

o If you have a wood or pellet stove, have enough fuel on hand for at least two weeks 

• Be a good neighbor 

o Share contact information 

o Check on your neighbors and family members 

▪ Especially elders and people with special needs 

▪ Make sure they are keeping safely warm 

▪ Make sure they have sufficient food and water 

In a Vehicle 

• Check weather and road conditions before you leave 

• Driving slowly and carefully 

• Stay at least 3 car lengths behind the vehicle in front of you 

• Clear your vehicle of all snow and ice prior to travel.  

• Be careful black ice.  

• Make sure your exhaust pipe is clear if stopped in deep snow   

• Don't let your engine idle if your exhaust pipe is buried 

• Call 911 in case of an emergency   

 

 


